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What is Christmas?  

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and 

inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when He 

predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving 

not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the 

good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” 

- 1 Peter 5:5b-6 

 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law,”  

- Galatians 4:4 
 

Part 1: The Promise of His Coming 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

The promise, the incarnation, the humility, and the glory of Christ are foundational doctrines of Christianity. 

Through Christmas, the church celebrates the arrival and manifestation of God through Jesus as He came to 

this world and became one of us to provide salvation.  Christmas, although it is one of the most celebrated 

events in the world, is also one of the most misinterpreted events.   If people don’t know who Jesus is, 

Christmas becomes an ambiguous and man-centered holiday rather than a celebration of the incarnation of 

God Himself.   

 

To those who are called.  

 Matthew 1:18-25  

❖ The promise of the coming Messiah is the message of salvation for those who are called.  

o Mary was perplexed at the angel’s message, yet she was chosen to be the mother of Jesus.  

 Luke 1:26-33  

o As Joseph considered his circumstances, an angel revealed the message of the coming Savior, assuring 

Joseph of God’s call in his life.  

Matthew 1:19-20 “And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit.’” 

o The wise men were called to follow the star from the east to Jerusalem to worship the promised king. 

Matthew 2:1-2 “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

saw His star when it rose and have come to worship him.’” 

❖ When Jesus came, there were those that did not receive the promise of His coming.  

o King Herod, the chief priests, the scribes, and all of Jerusalem could have received the promise yet were 

blind. 

 Matthew 2:3-8  



o The gospel's message is so glorious that angels long to understand it, and yet the gospel is only understood 

by those who are called through the supernatural power of God. 

 1 Peter 1:10-12  

1 Corinthians 2:14 “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.” 
 

To those who believe. 

 Matthew 2:1-2, 11-12 

❖ The promise of the coming Messiah is the message of salvation for those who believe.  

o Joseph had to believe the message of God in His dream and act accordingly. 

 Matthew 1:20a-23  

o The arrival of Christ was planned before the foundation of the world but revealed so that we may believe 

and have hope. 

1 Peter 1:20-21 “He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last 

times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave 

Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 

o The message of salvation was promised from the beginning of the Bible. 

Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

John 1:9-13 “The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own 

people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 

of God.” 

❖ There were those who saw and experienced the signs and yet, lacked the humility to believe. 

o The religious leaders knew the promises, saw the signs and their fulfillment, and yet were full of unbelief. 

John 12:37 “Though He had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in Him,” 

Acts 2:22-23 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of lawless men.” 

o Herod rejected the promise of God and planned to kill Jesus; when God thwarted his plans, he became 

furious.  

Matthew 2:7-8, 16, “Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 

star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child, and when 

you have found Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.’… Then Herod, when he saw 

that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in 

Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men.” 
 

To those who worship.  

❖ When we believe the message of salvation and the call of God in our lives, we are invited to respond in 

worship.  

o Mary received the word of the Lord with humility and joy, trusting the plan of God for her life and 

responding with worship.  

Luke 1:38 “And Mary said, ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.’ 

And the angel departed from her.” 

Luke 1:46-49 “And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He 

has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me 

blessed; for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.’” 



o Joseph received the purpose of the Lord as a blessing and obeyed the will of the Lord for his life. 

Matthew 1:24 “When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 

wife,” 

 Matthew 2:13-15 

o The wise men offered their gifts to Christ and worshiped Him. 

Matthew 2:10-11 “When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening 

their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Endnotes: 
⬧ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


